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Highlights

Estonian Presidency priorities: debate with Agriculture minister Tarmo Tamm

The new President of the Agriculture Council, Estonian Minister
Tarmo Tamm, will present to and debate with AGRI Members on
Tuesday 11 July at 15.00h the priorities of the EU Presidency for
the second semester of 2017. Those priorities include the
preparation of the future CAP after 2020, the negotiations on the
“Omnibus” proposal”, market conditions in a number of sectors,
the “spirit drinks” proposal, reinforcing producers’ position in the
food supply chain, improving resilience in the fields of plant and
animal health, as well as international trade negotiations
affecting agriculture.

CAP implementation: Flexibility for Member States - state of play and perspectives

Dr Ida Terluin, from the Wageningen University of The
Netherlands, and Dr Tuomas Kuhmonen, from Augurix Oy of
Finland will present a study requested by the Committee on 'CAP
implementation: flexibility given to Member States – State of play
and perspectives'. The aim of the research is to discuss the
flexibility in the CAP implementation given to Member States to
allow them to address specific problems and pursue
heterogeneous and/or geographically bound goals. The study
analyses different types of flexibility; the national
implementation styles of direct payments, and the possible
options for future flexibility as part of the next CAP reform.

Newsletter
8th legislature - Issue No 11/2017

Meeting of:
10 July 2017
15.00 - 18.30

-
11 July 2017

9.00 - 12.30 – 15.00 - 18.30

Room: ASP 01G3



AGRI Newsletter - 8th legislature - Issue No 11/2017

Presentation of Court of Auditors’ report on EU support to young farmers

Mr Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of Chamber I of the European
Court of Auditors, will present to AGRI Members on 10 July at
16h30 the findings of the ECA’s Special Report No 10/2017
entitled “EU support to young farmers should be better targeted
to foster effective generational renewal”. The report examines
whether the support measures under the first and second pillar
of the CAP targeting young farmers actually achieve their
objective of encouraging young people to start a career in
agriculture.

Conservation agriculture, climate action and CAP objectives : ECAF presentation

Gottlieb Basch, President of the European Conservation
Agriculture Federation (ECAF), will present and debate with
Members the benefits of conservation agriculture, in particular as
regards conservation of the environment and the mitigation of,
and adaptation to, climate change. ECAF, founded in 1999,
advocates the widespread adoption of conservation agriculture
all over Europe as a sustainable agricultural production system,
that, besides its efficiency in producing food, has also crucial
importance for both sustainable land management and the
provision of ecosystem services.

The legal protection of biotechnological inventions - patents and plant breeders' rights

Heli Pihlajamaa, Director for Patent Law at the European Patent
Office will make a presentation to Members on the legal
protection of biotechnological inventions such as patents and
plant breeders' rights. A debate will follow this presentation.
Parliament adopted a resolution on patents and plant breeders'
rights in December 2015.

Work in progress
Organic farming: update on trilogue negotiations

Rapporteur Martin Häusling (Greens, DE), will update Members
on the results of the 18th trilogue on organic farming held on 28
June. After the Maltese Presidency finally obtained a mandate
from Member States on 26 June, the EP negotiating team, the
Commission and Council were finally in a position to conclude
negotiations.
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EU general budget for 2018 financial year : presentation of draft opinion

The AGRI rapporteur for the 2018 budgetary procedure, Tibor
Szanyi (S&D, HU), will present his draft opinion on the draft
budget for the year 2018 proposed by the European Commission
at the end of May. Members will have the possibility to table
amendments to this draft opinion, as well as budgetary
amendments aiming to change the figures of the draft budget.
The vote on these amendments is going to take place on 30
August. Agriculture represents approximately 38% of the EU
budget.

EU financial framework review (‘omnibus proposal’): update on trilogue negotiations

At the beginning of May, Members adopted the AGRI opinion on
the Commission proposal for the revision of the EU financial
framework which includes amendments to the four main CAP
regulations. A first trilogue meeting between the EP, the Council
and the Commission on the agricultural part of this proposal took
place on 5 July. The rapporteur, Albert Dess (EPP, DE), will briefly
present the outcome of this first negotiation to the AGRI
Committee.

Definition, presentation and labelling of spirit drinks: : presentation of draft opinion

Angélique Delahaye (EPP, FR) will present her draft opinion on
the Commission's proposal on spirit drinks, for which the ENVI
Committee is the lead Committee. The AGRI rapporteur believes
that this proposal has to be limited to a modernisation of the
previous regulation and to reinforce the protection system for
geographical  indications.

Promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources - presentation of draft opinion
Marijana Petir (EPP, HR) will present her draft opinion on
"Promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources" for
which the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) is
the lead Committee. The Rapporteur mainly focuses on topics of
importance for European agriculture and forestry, as well as on
topics that have an impact on farmers, agricultural production
and rural areas.

Strengthening farmers’ position in the food chain: initiative for a Union act

A proposal signed by 7 AGRI Members calling for the revision of
EU legislation to combat unfair practices in the agri-food chain
has been deemed admissible by the EP President and referred to
AGRI as the lead Committee and IMCO for an opinion. This
proposal is based on the Parliament’s right of initiative granted
under Article 225 of the EU Treaty and if endorsed by the
Committee would lead to the preparation of a resolution on the
basis of a “legislative own-initiative report".
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Votes

Draft delegated act on Teran wine: extension of EP deadline

AGRI Members will vote on a request for extension of the EP
deadline for objection to the Commission Delegated Regulation
of 19 May 2017 amending Regulation (EC) No 607/2009 as
regards the wine grape varieties and their synonyms that may
appear on wine labels (Teran Wine issue). The request for
extension has been submitted by Franc Bogovic (EPP, SL). The
vote will be preceded by a presentation of the delegated act itself
by a representative of DG AGRI.

Next committee meeting
30 August 2017 (9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30)
31 August 2017 (9.00 -12.30)
Brussels
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AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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